26   MODERN SCIENCE AND  MATERIALISM
intellect is scattered at large throughout the Universe, we shall not be stretching our imagination too much if we suspect that here and there it may have blossomed forth as it has done in the one globe of which we have experience. Very probably, indeed, such intellect may be widely different from ours. It may be manifested in organisms altogether different from ourselves. It need not necessarily be based, like ours, on the senses of sight, touch, and hearing; but upon an altogether different set of senses, of which we have no cognizance or conception. And yet it may be not less powerful than ours: it may, indeed, be far more powerful. In some of the myriad stars which shine upon us by night, there may dwell beings who even at this moment are following the doings of humanity on earth, who may even know that at this moment we are writing about them, and that you are reading about them.
We are accustomed to regard ourselves as lords and masters of creation. We forget that we live upon a minor planet revolving around a minor star. We forget the miserable smallness of the Earth, which passes through all its transformations from luminous gas to dead, dark, solid in a period that would scarcely be more than a day in the life of one of the larger stars. If, in one of those stars, evolution gets to work on organic matter, the time it will have available vastly transcends anything we know upon the Earth. What evolution can do in a day upon the Earth, may it not do far more completely when it has a million years to work in ? On some of those distant stars there may well be intellect comparable to our own; there may well be intellect which transcends our own as greatly as ours transcends that of a butterfly.
With this possibility in mind, let us turn our telescopes once more upon the heavens to see whether we can find any traces of artificial interference with the regular uniformity of Nature. On the surface of one of the nearest planets there are markings which many have held to be